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President's Message 

First of all, a big THANK YOU to Jill Saunders, our own “Roving Reporter”, who provided us with an entertaining activity at our January meeting.  We look forward to the programs that Jill and her committee have planned for the year.

The theme for our February dinner meeting is FESTIVAL DU VOYAGEUR.  February has been synonymous with the Festival in Winnipeg’s French Quarter, St. Boniface, since the Festival’s inception in 1970 in celebration of Manitoba’s centennial.  It is Western Canada’s largest winter festival and it celebrates Canada’s fur trading past.  Dolores Hebert, our enthusiastic guide for the evening, is asking members to get into the festival spirit by wearing a toque, moccasins (if you have them), and a scarf (ceinture flechee) around your waist (any kind of scarf will do).  

Plan to join your fellow members at the Pot-Luck Dinner to celebrate World Friendship Day on Saturday, March 1 at the Kenaston Village Club Room, 516 Kenaston Blvd.  

The Outbound Exchange to Pecs, Hungary and Rostov-on-Don, Russia is fast approaching.  ED, Norma Warecki, has been very busy completing the necessary paperwork before departure.

Bessie-Marie Hill and her committee are finalizing the program for the 22 ambassadors from the Causeway Coast, UK who will be visiting us from June 3 – 10.  Watch for more exciting details!

Muriel Moreau, our Exchange Coordinator, is happy to report that we will be hosting a club from Romania from August 26 – September 1.  Please mark these Exchange dates on your calendars.  

Looking ahead to 2009, Friendship Force International has advised us of our 2009 Exchanges:  

· Outbound to San Jose & Heredia, Costa Rica, March/April

· Inbound from Izmir, Turkey in June & from Fortaleza & Belem, Brazil, September.

So you can see in 2008 and 2009, our members will have many opportunities to make new friendships!

In Friendship,   

Charliene

Membership Renewal
Please renew your membership for 2008, if you haven’t already done so in order that we can finalize our Membership List.  Single: $30, Family: $50.  Please call Karen (895-0555) or send money to:
Karen Wokes, 2510 Pinewood Drive, Winnipeg, MB  R3J 0C4

Urgent

Deadline for subscription to Friendship Force International’s Friendship magazine.  

WHEN:  Thursday, February 14

WHAT:  4 FULL-COLOUR ISSUES
COST:  $10.00 CAD to  Friendship Force of Wpg.

INCLUDE:  Name, address, telephone #, e-mail.

Samples of magazine at check-in desk. 
 Please advise Charliene.
Exchange Information

Outbound Exchange: 

01 - 08 April 2008. Pecs, Hungary 

09 - 16 April 2008. Rostov-on-Don, Russia 

Inbound Exchanges:

June 3rd  - 10th   Causeway Coast, UK 

ED.  Bessie-Marie Hill 

Day hosts and Dinner hosts are still required.

Brasov, Romania Aug 26 – Sept 1
ED’s.  Norm & Edna Pohl
Upcoming International Conference

2008 International Conference  
Gold Coast, Australia 

October 2-5, 2008 

Online registration and event details (including post conference hosting and touring) are available on the FFI website. www.thefriendshipforce.org
Happy Birthday for February
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3 - Debbie Spracklin 

9 - Lynn Saunders

21 - Joan Hodgson 

28 - Elaine Benner 

World Friendship Day  March 1
INTERNATIONAL POTLUCK DINNER

Don’t forget our International Potluck Dinner to celebrate World Friendship Day!

When: 

Saturday, March 1

Where:   
516 Kenaston Blvd.  Kenaston Village Club Room (complete with kitchen, range, microwave, fridge)

Time:

6:00 PM

Bring:
Cutlery, Dishes, Wine Glass, Food with  Serving utensils

Optional:
If you have an International costume, you can wear it.

A number will be placed by each dish.  After dinner, we will guess the country of origin.   No cost – each person will receive a ticket for a glass of wine.

To sign up, call Charliene (832-9905)

Revision of Standing Rules
The standing rules for the Friendship Force of Winnipeg have been revised by an Ad Hoc committee.  Copies of the revisions will be made available at the February meeting (and as an enclosure with this newsletter).  Voting on the revisions will take place at the March meeting.
Amendment to FFW By-laws
Approval has been received from Friendship Force International (Feb. 7/08) to amend:            

 Article VII   Committees 
Section 1.

Standing Committees, with duties as listed in the Standing Rules, shall be:

(a) Newsletters/Editor/Publisher

(b) Communications (publicity, public relations)

(c) Telephone Committee

(d) History

(e) Membership

(f) Activities/Fundraising
Add (g) Exchange Coordinator

Voting will take place at March 12 meeting.
Congratulations
Congratulations to Barbara Main of the FF of Manitoba on her appointment as the new FFI Field Representative for Western Canada.
Meeting Dates at Wildewood Club:

Feb 13    Festival du Voyageur Theme
Mar 12
 Spring Fashion Show
April 9

May 14

June 9  
Farewell Dinner
**********************************************************
Did you hear about the new garlic diet?  You don’t actually lose weight, but you look thinner from a distance.
Aerobic workouts aren’t a new invention.  Back on the farm, we called them chores.  
I’m in shape.  Round is a shape!

If swimming is good for your shape then why do whales look the way they do?








































