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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Friends, 
Another successful exchange has just come to an end.  A 
thank-you to Val and her committee who worked very hard 
and to the home hosts, day hosts and dinner hosts.  It 
takes much time and lots of effort to plan such a big event 
for so many people.   

Our March meeting has been replaced by World 
Friendship Day to be celebrated with the Manitoba club at 
Holiday Inn South.  An interesting evening has been 
planned with three individuals from the Canada Games 
attending to fill us in on the games in Winnipeg this 
summer. 

Friendship Force International has made some changes in 
the terms we will be using to describe the FF programs 
and experience.  The term “Journey” will be used in place 
of Exchange and best describes the program and 
activities.  In line with the word “Journey” the term now for 
the Exchange Directors will be “Ambassador Coordinator” 
and “Host Coordinator”.  In order to overcome the 
misconception that we might be “just another travel club”.  
FFI wants to demonstrate how our hosts and 
ambassadors have ample time to share meals, make a 
connection and go off the beaten Tourist path together. 

The month of April will see our club back to our regular 
meeting. 

In Friendship, 
Norma Warecki  

♫ HAPPY  MARCH  BIRTHDAYS  ♫ 

Gladys Spracklin     David Judge     Jill Saunders  

Frances Lemieux       Kathy Lesyk 

Herb Schellenberg       Suzan Munroe 

Paul van Leeuwen     Joe Daniel     Sharon Collister 
 

GET WELL WISHES 

We are sending positive healing energy to Carolyne L. 
and Paul H. We are also sending get well wishes to 
Loretta H. who is having her turn at surgery.  Have a 
speedy recovery everyone. 
 

WELCOME  NEW  MEMBERS 

FF Winnipeg club wishes to welcome some additional new 
members.  Gerry and Vivian Babij are dual members with 
our club and FFManitoba.  Fiona and Gary Crow, along 
with Janet and Sandy Campbell are also new members to 
FFW.  We welcome all of you and hope you will enjoy the 
club’s activities and exchanges along with meeting some 
new people from our membership. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

We have 75 paid members with 4 members having dual 
membership with FFW and FFM.  We regrettably lost 5 
members this year for various reasons but we gained 6 
new members as mentioned above.   

 
FORT WHYTE 50th ANNIVERSARY TICKETS 

Thank you to all the members who bought and sold tickets 
for the Fort Whyte raffle.  Not only did we help Fort  
Whyte raise $325.00 for their activities, FFW also received 
$325.00 for our activities.  A win/win situation!  One of my 
friends won a family pack of passes to Fort Whyte.  Did 
anyone else hear of a winner?  Nina wonders who won HER 
trip to Churchill? 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We congratulate Be and Graham Buckingham on their 
50th Wedding Anniversary which took place Feb. 11th.  We 
hope your family celebration was a very happy occasion 
for you. 

 

PHONERS 

ATTENTION MEMBERS: 
If you must cancel your dinner reservation, it is important 
that you call Joan (the new phone co-ordinator) at (204) 
832-9294 before 10:00 a.m. on the Monday before that 
week’s dinner.   
We need to be accurate when we give the hotel the 
number attending the dinner.   
THANK YOU EVERYONE!! 

 
DINNER  MEETINGS 

REMINDER:  
March 8 dinner is with FFManitoba club at our usual 
Holiday Inn location.  Also please remember that friends 
and family are ALL welcome to this event.   
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2017 EXCHANGES 

INBOUND: Adelaide & Sydney - After a year of 
planning, our Winter Exchange is now behind us.  Our 
Adelaide & Sydney clubs had a great week despite 
Winterpeg becoming Waterpeg with the unbelievable 
mild weather. 

Many thanks to all our members who contributed to the 
successful week - from our 20 home hosts (5 of whom 
were first timers) to all the dinner and day hosts.  All the 
events were extremely well attended by our membership 
from the 115 at the Pot Luck Welcome Dinner to 95 at 
the Farewell (the largest numbers ever).  

Special thanks for the enthusiastic support from our 
venues from the Charleswood Hawks Hockey 
Organization who gave us a 50% discount to the St. Vital 
Curling Club which provided for free the curling 
presentation, curling ice and instructors. 

The publicity we received from the media (CJOB, CBC 
Radio and TV, Global TV and Winnipeg Free Press) was 
amazing and helped get the name of our great FF 
organization out there. 

Lastly, a big THANK YOU to our Exchange Committee 
from both FFM and FFW for all their work over the past 
year to make the Exchange a huge success. 

Val Keenan (Exchange Director from FFW) 

2- FFWinnipeg - FFSaskatoon Domestic Journey 
Incoming AC - Maria Coutu  Assistant: R. Grover 
June 16-19. Saskatoon will arrive Friday 16th and leave 
Monday 19th.   Thank you to all who signed up for 
hosting and for travelling. 
Outgoing AC - Jim Kubas  Assistant: R. GroverJuly  
21 - 24.  Winnipeg leaves for Saskatoon July 21st Mon. 
and returns July 24th Monday. There is no further 
information on the Saskatoon domestic exchange. 

A list for home hosting and interested ambassadors who 
wish to go to Saskatoon was sent round at the January 
meeting.  If you missed it, please contact the respective 
people listed above. 

3- Inbound - San Jose, Costa Rica  

AC – Paul van Leeuwen 

Paul reports that there is good news.  We finally have 
ACs for both Calgary (Mrs. Grace Wilson) and Costa 
Rica (Mr. Vivian Avila Jones). 
Costa Rica has asked us if they can come earlier to 
Winnipeg but Paul has asked them to reverse their plans 
(cruise Alaska first and then come to Wpg.). 
Paul has not heard back from Costa Rica but hopefully 
there will be an answer soon. 

2017 OUTBOUND: 	   
1- Reno-Kern County  
(Tentative date is between Oct. 12-30) 
AC – Lorraine Franz,  Asst. – Elizabeth Grover 
HC for Reno-Tahoe is Carol Barr. 
HC for Kern Country is Shirley Zimmerman 

Both clubs have indicated that they will be able to 
accommodate 20 ambassadors.  It is great to have a 
Journey to look forward to. 
 

                
Did you know that 
Vancouver Island and 
Vancouver had the 
most snow over Feb. 
4-6 since 1948? 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN EXCHANGE FEB. 2017 

Thank you to Val Keenan (FFW), Gail Keeley & Doug 
Jackson (FFM) and their hard working committee for an 
excellent job organizing our recent joint exchange with 
FFSydney and FFAdelaide clubs.  The following is a 
collection of photos which demonstrate the FUN had by 
EVERYONE who came out to engage with our visiting 
ambassadors. 

 
Gail, Doug & Val 

WELCOME POTLUCK DINNER FOR THE AUSSIES 
by Nina Logan 

An awesome group of 115 FFW, FFM and Australian 
Ambassadors sat down to an amazing potluck dinner on 
Wed. Feb. 15.  Thank you to a wonderful crew of 
volunteers who set up and cleaned for this event and to 
ALL who supplied the meal. A full house enjoyed the 
festivities and delicious food!!  One FFM member was 
heard saying, “I have not eaten like this for years, not 
even in restaurants.”  An Australian commented, “This is 
the best Potluck I have ever had in my life!”  We also 
learned about a Voyageur’s life from our guest speaker.  
Thank you Nina for the write-up and for your amazing 
ability to organize these delicious potlucks. 

 
  Potluck set up volunteers 
 
 

http://code-industry.net/
http://code-industry.net/
http://code-industry.net/


POTLUCK 

  
Norma, Heather, Dolores, Sachitha before desert 

  
Sylvia & gift bags for Aussie cousins Leilani & Lachlan 

  
Sandy & Janet host Maire & Kevin 

 
115 Friendship Force Members attend the Potluck 

 
ACTIVITIES 

 

  
          Snowshoeing 
 

  
         Tobogganing 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
        Bannock Baking 

JOURNEY TO CHURCHILL 
Assiniboine Park Zoo 

 

  
 

FESTIVAL du VOYAGEUR 
 

   
  Robert-Falcon Ouellette & Voyageur hunter with  
 Voyageurs Loretta, Kevin, Maire  

SLEIGH RIDE at BIRDS HILL PARK 

    

 
Making Smores with 

roasted marshmallows 
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